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FYSM: Psychology of Violence

Definitions

Aggression – abrasive, unwanted, injurious, and/or destructive behavior (physical, verbal, emotional, etc.) directed against self or others with the intention of forcing a particular outcome; typically generated out of intense passion/emotion; motivated by desire to control, dominate and/or protect (response to perceived threat). 

Violence – aggressive behavior (again – physical, verbal, emotional, etc.) directed against self or others with the intent to harm, injure, abuse, or destroy.

We can continue to tweak these throughout the semester as we go…

Important categorical distinctions 

· Form aggression takes 
· Physical

· Verbal

· Sexual

· Emotional

· Other?
· Victim of aggression (these groups would also be relevant for Perpetrator)
· Self vs. Others

· Gender

· Age
· Hierarchy (social status)
· Individual vs. Group (vs. Institution?)
· In-group vs. Out-group

· Familiar vs. Stranger
· Other?
· Duration of aggression (also, related -- Frequency)
· Severity of aggression 

· Trigger (motivation) for aggression

· Perception of threat

· Desire to dominate/control (situation, person, resources, etc.)
· Other?
· Can you think of other important distinctions?
