Exam 1 Study Guide

1. Provide your own definition of aggression and violence: explain how they are different and what they share in common.
2. Explain the difference between a functional and dysfunctional account of aggression/violence. How should we determine which of these two accounts to use in explaining a particular act of violence?

3. Explain de Waal’s reconciliation model of aggression – what role does de Waal see aggression playing in maintaining social harmony?

4. Does de Waal think primates have a sense of fairness/justice? Explain why or why not.

5. Bonobos are recognized as being far more peaceful primates than Chimpanzees, displaying much less intra (within) and inter (between) group aggression. Please discuss at least two reasons that might explain why this is so. 

6. Explain the cost/benefit analysis approach to explaining aggression/violence and give at least two examples of how this approach can explain an increase in violent activity. 
7. When giving a proximal explanation of aggression/violence, we seek to identify the mechanism(s) that cause it. Please explain the difference between internal and external mechanisms and give at least two examples of each.
8. Contrast the ethological view and the rationalistic view of animal vs. human aggression. Given the evidence, what do you think is the most reasonable view?
9. What is the difference between laboratory studies and field studies and what are the advantages/disadvantages of both?

10. What are the four kinds of archaeological evidence of war? Explain the difficulties of interpretation with each of these forms of evidence.
11. Several factors have been identified as pre-conditions for warfare – what are they? Now, please explain for at least two of them why they would be likely to increase the presence of warfare.

12. There were four different trends towards global warfare that were identified. Please discuss the importance of the following two: the rise of state structures and European contact. 

