Notes on History of War, Ferguson

Four kinds of archaeological evidence for war:

· Bones (showing evidence of damage by force)

· Settlements (with signs of fortification, damage by attack)
· Weapons (stockpiles, specialized weaponry)
· Art (depicting interpersonal violence, warfare)

Earliest signs of warfare

· 10,000 bc: Jebel Sahaba

· 8,000 bc: Qermze Dere, northern Iraq

· 5,000 bc: Talheim, Germany evidence of mass slaughter

· 4,300 bc: Icel, Turkey, first true fort

Factors that lead to war
· Agriculture and civilization?

· Definite increase in prevalence of warfare in high agricultural/civilized regions

· These are problematic because warfare existed before these two things

· Perhaps it involves factors which are co-present with agriculture and civilization

· Sedentism

· Reliance on location

· Identification with location

· Increasing population density

· Stored resources

· Foraged/cultivated food

· Livestock

· Valuables/Other goods

· Segmented social structure

· Horizontal: collective identities

· Vertical: political hierarchy

· Status-striving/competition

· Long-distance trade

· Major ecological reversal

Trends towards war

· War began in areas with high level of factors

· War spread from these regions to others

· Rise of states

· European contact

