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Chapter Questions
Ch. 2: The Methods of Psychology
1. Define empiricism. Please give an example of something that you could only come to know through empirical methods.
2. What is an operational definition? Please give examples of operational definitions for “happiness” and “aggression”.

3. Define validity, reliability, and power. Please explain how reliability and power are inter-related to one another.
4. What is it for a measured characteristic to have a normal distribution? Why do you think we expect that most variables we measure will have a normal distribution? And can you think of a characteristic that, if measured, would not have a normal distribution?

5. What is a demand characteristic? Why is this problematic for research – and how does a double-blind experiment help to control for this?

6. Briefly explain the third-variable problem. What relevance does it have for causation and correlation? And how does experimentation get around the third-variable problem?

7. What is randomization? Why is it important?

8. Define internal and external validity. Can you have one without having the other? Please explain.
9. What is the difference between a population and a sample? What are the considerations for choosing a good sample – and why is random sampling important? 
10. Explain the relationship between a theory and a hypothesis?

11. Explain what informed consent and debriefing are and why they are important.
Class debate question: Do you think that psychologists should be able to conduct experiments like the BIG 5? Why or why not?
