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Chapter Questions
Chapter 6: Learning
1. What does it mean to learn something? 

2. What is habituation and what relationship does it have to learning?
3. Explain classical conditioning and give your own examples of a US, UR, CS, and CR. 
Try to come up with a few examples of classical conditioning in your own lives!
4. What are generalization, discrimination, and extinction? Please explain how they are all related.
5. Explain biological preparedness and its role in the learning process.
6. What is operant conditioning? How does it differ from classical conditioning?

7. What is it for something to be a reinforcer? To be a punisher?
8. Please give examples of a positive and negative reinforcement and examples of a positive and negative punishment. Please make sure these are YOUR OWN examples (don’t just rely on the text) – again, see if you can come up with examples from your own lives.
9. What is the difference between a primary and secondary reinforcement/punishment? Which type of reinforcer is money – and why? What are other examples of secondary reinforcers/punishers?
10. Explain the difference between extrinsic and instrinsic rewards. How are they related to the overjustification effect? (Group EC- 1 pt: what implications does this have for education?)

11. Explain the difference between the four reinforcement schedules. If you were a professor, give me an example of how you could utilize each of these reinforcement schedules in a class. 
12. Explain how superstitious behavior might emerge through operant conditioning.
13. What is observational learning and how does it differ from classical and operant conditioning? What sorts of things are best learned through observation?
14. What are the differences between explicit and implicit learning?

Group Debate Q: The behaviorists believed that all human behavior was the result of conditioning, punishments, and reinforcements. Do you agree with this? Can you come up with counter-examples to this claim (examples of behaviors that can’t be fully explained by reference to these learning mechanisms)?

