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Chapter Questions
Chapter 11: Development
1. Briefly describe the four stages of prenatal development.

2. What are teratogens and what significance do they have for prenatal development?

3. Briefly describe Piaget’s four stages of cognitive development.

4. What is object permanence? Briefly describe one way that experimenters have tested for it. How does this relate to the empiricism/nativism debate?

5. What is theory-of-mind? Briefly describe the false belief test – how does it reveal the presence/absence of theory-of-mind in young children? How might it be related to young children’s egocentrism?
6. Briefly explain Vygotsky’s theory of proximal development.

7. Briefly explain Harlow’s experiment with monkeys and its relevance to social development and attachment.
8. What is attachment? Briefly describe the different types.
9. What shifts did Piaget notice in children’s moral thinking? Also, please briefly describe Kohlberg’s three stages of moral development.

(EC- 2 pts: How are Piaget’s insight and Kohlberg’s stages related to one another?)

10. What is the difference between primary and secondary sex characteristics?
11. Briefly describe some of the factors involved in the protraction of the period of adolescence. What are some of the consequences of this protraction?

12. What is sexual orientation? What are some of the factors involved in its development?

13. According to Erickson, what developmental crisis do adolescents face and what is the key event that leads to its resolution?
14. What might be the connection between Alzheimer’s and daydreaming?

15. What significance does bilateral asymmetry and socioemotional selectivity theory have in understanding changes in adult cognition?
16. What significance does marriage have for longevity and happiness in adults? What about having children?

