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Chapter Questions
Chapter 16: Social Psychology
1. What is the frustration-aggression principle? And what are some other reasons why people engage in aggression?
2. What role does testosterone play in aggression?

3. What is cooperation and why is it that humans don’t do more of it?
4. Explain the circumstances under which people do well on the Wason Card-Selection task? Give an evolutionary explanation for why this happens.

5. What is altruistic behavior and how do evolutionary theorists try to explain it? Specifically make reference to kin selection and reciprocal altruism in your answer.

6. Explain what is meant by “in-group/out-group” and how it is related to prejudice and discrimination. 

(EC- 2pts: Beyond race/ethnicity, what are some other in-group/out-group dimensions along which we discriminate?)

7. Explain the reasons given by the text for why we often do things in groups that we would never consider doing on our own.
8. Explain the gender differences in attitudes/behaviors associated with sex and the choosing of sex partners.

9. Give examples of situational, physical, and psychological factors of attraction.

10. What is the difference between passionate and companionate love? Can a couple have both – why or why not?

11. Explain circumstances under which punishment/reward is more effective and less effective with human beings than other animal species.
12. What are norms and what role do they play in influencing human behavior? Give me an example of a common social norm.

13. Explain the role that conformity and obedience play in controlling human behavior. 
14. Explain the difference between systematic and heuristic persuasion.

15. What is cognitive dissonance? Give an example of how people deal with cognitive dissonance.
16. What is stereotyping? What are some of the problems with stereotyping? 

(EC- 2pts: Give an example of a self-fulfilling prophecy?)

17. Explain how people use dispositional and situational attributions to explain human behavior. In particular, explain how the co-variation model of attribution is used to decide which type of attribution to make.

