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-isms
The ____________ treatment of




cruel














unfair/unjust













neglectful






another human being(s) on the basis of his/their ____________.

disrespectful













race

abusive













gender
















age
The cause of ______________ pain/suffering in 









social class


unnecessary
















unjustified/unwarranted


Notice that these concepts are moral concepts, not legal concepts – isms are immoral first and foremost. Whether people choose to make them illegal is a secondary matter.
What would be needed in order to support the film’s argument of “speciesism”?

Substitute “another human being(s)” with “another living, non-human being(s)”

1. Is it possible to treat another living (non-human) being cruelly, unfairly? With neglect, disrespect? YES
2. Is it possible to cause unnecessary, unjustified pain/suffering in another living (non-human) being? YES
3. Do we do these things on the basis of their species (more specifically, their non-human status)?
· Would we subject human beings to the same treatment – or do we believe our behaviors to be acceptable only insofar as they are being done to non-human animals? YES
· not on the basis of consciousness (we wouldn’t consider eating/owning/doing experiments on humans in permanently vegetative states)

· not on the basis of intelligence (we wouldn’t consider eating/owning/doing experiments on young children or on profoundly handicapped or retarded individuals)

· it is purely a matter of human vs. non-human status

Conclusion: Specieism is possible.

Are we committing speciesism? Let’s examine the evidence:

Five domains of human/animal interaction:

1. Pets

2. Food

3. Clothes

4. Entertainment

5. Scientific Research

What behaviors are we engaging in in each of these domains that would count as cruel, unjust, disrespectful, suffering-inducing behaviors committed towards animals on the basis of their non-human status?

What would we have to do to stop being speciesists?

What psychological and social factors/influences are involved in generating and perpetuating speciesism? Are they the same factors/influences behind racism/sexism, etc.?
