Chapters 7-8 (Early Childhood) Study Guide

1. What is language? What are the 9 attributes that language possesses? Which are the ones that appear to be unique to humans?

2. Explain the five different types of language development?

3. What are some of the techniques used by children to learn words? What are the five basic stages of language acquisition?

4. Explain the two main theories of language learning – how are they similar, how do they differ? What evidence do we have for each of them?

5. Explain the role of disgust in a child’s early physical development? What purpose does it serve? How (and why) does it get incorporated into social and moral cognition?

6. Why are obesity rates in toddlers on the rise? And what are the most dangerous health consequences?

7. Explain the importance of executive function – what sorts of developing capacities does it explain?

8. Explain the main differences between Piaget and Vygotsky.

9. Explain what Zone of Proximal Development is and why it is important for cognitive development? What is scaffolding and what role does it play?

10. Explain the next stage of emotional development and how it is related (and requires) self-awareness, self-esteem, moral conscience, and empathy.
11. Explain the development of play, its importance, and the various types that develop.

12. What are the four parenting styles? What are the two dimensions that explain the different styles? What style seems to fit best with Vygotsky’s ZPD?

13. Explain how gender differences are built-in vs. learned?

