Chapter Study Guides

Ch 01
Developmental Characteristics

1. What does it mean to say that development is:

a. Lifelong (and multi-directional)

b. Multi-dimensional

c. Plastic

d. Contextual

· Age-graded – 

· History-graded – 
Q: Can you think of ways in which age-graded influences and history-graded influences interact?

· Non-normative – 

Q: Do you think it be argued that all development is “non-normative” – why or why not?

Developmental Theories
Explain the relationship between the theory of evolution and developmental theory.

When we talk about development, we speak both descriptively and normatively. What is the difference between these? And what are the pros/cons to the latter?

What are the main differences between:

· Freud and Erickson

· Behaviorism and Social Learning Theory

· Piaget and Vygotsky
What is the value of Information Processing theory – specifically, how might it be useful to think of children’s minds as “little computers”? And what might be the downside to this view?

How is Ecological Systems theory a “contextual” theory (that is, how does account for the importance of context)?

Please identify a few things that you might be interested in studying First, identify a few of the variables that would be involved – now for each of the variables, come up with an operational definition and a way to measure it:

[EXAMPLE: I’m interested in studying what sorts of visual cues lead people to dehumanize other groups of people. Operational definition of “dehumanize” – treat other people as being less than human, referring to them with non-human identifiers, such as “cockroach”, “vermin”, “dogs”; Measuring technique – I could present people with pictures of people and then ask them to write stories about them and look for the use of dehumanizing language in their stories].

Variable 1:

Variable 2:

Variable 3:

Now think about what sorts of relationships between variables are involved and how you would investigate this relationship using both a non-experimental design and an experimental design.
[EXAMPLE: I’d be investigating the relationship between exposure to certain visual cues and the use of dehumanizing language. How could I investigate this using a non-experimental design? How could I investigate this using an experimental design?]

What is the difference between correlation and causation? And which of the two designs allows me to make causal claims? Why?

What is the 3rd-variable problem? What are the two ways that you can deal with it?

Explain these:

· Validity

· Reliability

· Power

What are the differences between cross-sectional and longitudinal design? What are the pros and cons of both designs – and how does the cross-sequential design address the cons?

What is the difference between a population and a sample? And what are the two different techniques that can be used to insure a representative sample.

Explain how bias potentially enters into a study. What are the two potential sources of bias – and how can they be eliminated (or reduced)?
