Chapter Study Guides

Chapter 03
1. What are the major stages of prenatal development?

2. What are the four major developmental processes that drive prenatal growth?

3. The womb presents the first opportunity for genetic-environmental interaction. Please give an example of how the developing baby might be influenced by the prenatal environment and how the prenatal environment might be influenced by the developing baby.

Also, please come up with an example of how the larger outside environment might influence the prenatal environment and vice versa?

4. Do babies learn in the womb? What are two techniques we could use to track learning? What sorts of things would we expect them to be able to learn? And what evidence do we have for/against?

5. Explain what a teratogen is and give a few examples. Discuss the typically sensitivity and effects of teratogens at different stages of development.
6. What other maternal factors can (positively/negatively) influence development?

7. What is the APGAR scale? What does it measure and how?

8. Why does the US have such a high infant mortality rate?

9. What sorts of reflexes are newborn infants born with? Thinking back to Piaget, how might these reflexes help the baby to begin to build their knowledge of the world?

