Psyc311: Developmental Psychology

Fall, 2010

In-Class Debate Assignment

There are four topics that we will be debating this coming semester:

Topic 1 – 9/17/10: 
Designer Babies (Should parents be allowed to predetermine their 

child’s genetic makeup?)
Topic 2 – 10/22/10: 
Parental Licensing (Should children only be raised by people who’ve been licensed to be parents – people with the appropriate parenting expertise?)
Topic 3 – 11/10/10: 
?? TBD

Potential Topics:

· Age of War (Should 18 year olds be allowed to go to war?)
· Coming of Age (Should there be a cultural rite-of-passage for becoming an adult?)

· Teenage Pregnancy (Should teenagers be required to take birth control until they turn 18 or 21?)

Topic 4 – 12/3/10: 
Voluntary Euthanasia (Should people be able to determine the time 

and manner of their own deaths?)
You will be assigned to a group and your group will be assigned to one of these debate topics. Your group’s job will then be to prepare the strongest PRO and CON argument for your debate topic. (So, for example, if your topic is Designer Babies, then your group will need to come up with the strongest reasons for why we should vs. why we should not allow people to predetermine the genetic makeup of their children). 

Your group’s arguments for both sides must be typed up and turned in to me on the day of the debate. Please take the “both sides” thing seriously – I do not want to be able to tell, just by reading your arguments, which side your group members personally come down on. Even if at first glance you don’t see the PRO or CON side, work really hard to be able to do so! There are always intelligent arguments to be had – on BOTH SIDES. If you can’t see them, then you’re not thinking hard enough. 
Each member of the group should locate at least one relevant reading associated with the debate issue (and not a Wikipedia encyclopedia entry please!), so that as a group you can base your arguments in sound science and public discussion. You will be required to put your name at the top of the reading(s) you come up with and all of the readings should be turned in to me with the group’s argument summaries.

On the day of the debate, I will assign each group to present only one side of the debate (PRO or CON). Each group will have five minutes to set up their argument for the class. Then the class will debate all presented PRO and CON arguments. Class votes will be taken both before and after the in-class debate.
