Group Research Project (360 points)
· As a group you will complete a 5-7 page research proposal. 

· You will develop a research question and hypothesis, locate and summarize one primary research article (per group member) relevant to the group research question, construct a research methodology to test your research hypothesis.

· You will write a research proposal with an Introduction, Methods, and Discussion section. There will be several drafts of this proposal – you will receive feedback from me and from your peers in a peer review exercise. 

· Finally, you will present your proposals to the class and the best proposal will be selected.

	Research q/article sum/methodology
	45

	1st draft of proposal
	75

	2nd draft of proposal
	50

	Peer review
	45

	Group presentation
	70

	Final draft of proposal
	75


SCHEDULE
1/19: Research Q/Hypothesis

20 min – as a group, develop research question relevant to one of the age periods we are covering –  try to make the research question as specific and clear as possible


Clearly define your variables


Determine the method of detection of those variables

15 min – discuss some examples of research questions as a class

10 min – how to look up articles using PsycInfo

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT – find one empirical article in a peer-reviewed journal that is relevant to your research question. Read and summarize in writing (in 1-2 paragraphs) what the article investigated and what it found. BRING YOUR SUMMARY AND THE ARTICLE TO CLASS ON 1/26.
1/26: Intro/Methods
Determine who is going to be responsible for what part of the proposal write-up (2 people Intro, 2 people Methods, 1 person Discussion). Everyone should make sure to take good notes for their part.
30 min – INTRO: discuss the articles that you found within your group

· Do you need to alter/update your research question as a result of what was found? If so, update it.

· Talk through what your Introduction to your research is going on look like, based on the articles you found.

30 min – METHODS: Develop a study methodology to investigate your research question.
Things to determine:

Who will be your participants? 

What will be the variables in your study (what are you defining and detecting?)


How will you define them?


How will you detect them?

What design will you use?


Non-experimental: merely observing and measuring the variables as they are found in the world, in order to establish correlational relationships. 


Experimental: setting up an independent (manipulated) and dependent (measured) variable in order to establish causal relationships. 

Also, will the data collection be:


Cross-Sectional


Longitudinal


Cross-Sequential

What do you expect to find? Why will this be interesting?

MAKE SURE THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE OF THE INTRO HAVE ALL THE ARTICLE SUMMARIES/NOTES. The people responsible for their sections will write them and then email them to the rest of the group for feedback.

COME PREPARED TO MAKE COMMENTS ON BOTH SECTIONS ON 2/2.

2/2: Discussion

As a group, you will have a short window to talk through your comments on the Intro and Methods and then you will set up your Discussion section (what you expect to find and why we should care). The person(s) responsible for the Discussion will also be in charge of making the final revisions to the Intro and Methods and tying them all together into a coherent 1st draft. 

First Draft – Due 2/11: 

1) You will turn in your 3-4 page first draft of the research proposal, behind which you will attach:

2) Each group member’s article/summary

3) Notes taken during group sessions

Format: Double-spaced, 1” margins, 12-pt font

Group #

Name of person(s) in charge on what sections
Introduction (½ - 1 page)


Introduce the issue, including reference to what you learned from your articles. Example: In today’s busy society, children often come to school with lunches that are less than nutritious. Researchers have found that more than half of what children eat is highly processed foods (Jones, 1999), containing high levels of sugar, fats, and salts (Bross & Tag, 2001)….


Introduce your research question. Example: We would like to explore the degree to which high sugar and fats for lunch interfere with children’s ability to concentrate on reading tasks….

Methods (1 -2 pages)


Set up methodology. Example: In order to investigate the effect high sugar and fat lunches have on children’s ability to concentrate on reading tasks, we would test a group of 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.


Participants: Who will your participants be?


Materials: What materials (e.g., surveys, tests, equipment, props, etc. ) will you use in your study?


Procedure: Step-by-step, how will you conduct your study?

Discussion (½ page)


Briefly discuss what you expect you would find and why you think this would be interesting. 

References

Jones, M. (1999). What kids these days are eating – Yuck!, Psychology Today, 11, 14-15. 

Bross, R., & Tag, J. (2001). The Typical School Lunch, Banner Press.

You will get my feedback on your group project and will have until 3/16 to make revisions to your project on the basis of my feedback, trying to clean up, expand upon, refine the proposal. Members of the group who were not in charge of the first write-up should take the lead on this. 
 
3/23: Peer Review I

Each group will be given copies of another group's research proposal. You will be given time to read through this proposal as individuals and then you will write up a group recommendation -- what you like about the proposal, what you think needs changing, further clarification, expansion, etc. These will be turned in to me at the end of the class period.

 

3/25: Peer Review 2

Each group will be given a chance to read their reviews and to discuss as a group how to handle the comments. Then group members will take this feedback and make further revisions to the proposal. In addition, at this point I'd like to see the proposals generally expanded upon and developed with a bit more detail. 

 

What we are ultimately shooting for is:

· Introduction: was 1/2-1 page --> 1-2 pages

· Methods: was 1-2 pages --> 2-3 pages (really work out the details of how the study will be conducted)

· Discussion: was 1/2-1 page --> 1-2 pages

· References -- a full five empirical journal articles (one from each group member) talked about in the proposal (most likely in the introduction

 

These will be turned in to me by 4/15. And then Group Presentations of your proposal for the class will take place on 4/20 and 4/22. On 4/22 we will vote as a class on the best proposal.

 

